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UN ITED STAT ES DISTRICT COURT 

NORTH ERN DIS TRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

14 ALEX BERENSON, 

15 
Plaintiff, 

16 
v. 

17 

18 
TWITTER, INC., 

19 Defendant. 
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COMPLAINT FOR DAJ\'IAGES AN D 
INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

1. VlOLATION OF TH E FIRST 
AMENDJ\'IENT 

2. FEDERAL FALSE ADVERTISING 
AND UN FAIR COMPETITION 

3. VlOLATION OF CALI FORN IA 
COJ\•IMON CARRIER LA \V 

4. VlOLATION OF CALI FORN IA 
UN FAIR COJ\•IPETIT ION LAW 

5. BREACH O F CONTRACT 
6. PROJ\HSSORY ESTOPPEL 
7. VlOLATION OF TH E 

CALI FORNIA CONSTITUTION 
8. UNJUST ENRICHMENT 

J URY TRIAL DEJ\'IANDED 

COMPLAINT 
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INTRODUCTION 

I . Twiner is 1he world ' s preeminent global messenger service and foremos1 plarfonn 

for journalism. According 10 i1s own mission s1a1emen1. "defending and respecting 1he user's 

voice is one of our core va lues." Twiner. D~fe11di11g and re.,pecring rhe rig/us ,~(people 11.<i11g our 

services. hi J p~· /D1clp 1wi 11cr com/cn/n1 lcs-and•12olic: ics/dcfcnd in ~-and·tC'-PCCI i n~:011r•uscrs-voir:e 

(last visited Dec. 19, 2021). Unfo11una1ely, despi1e Twiner's supposed commi1me11110 freedom 

of speech, in the case o f independe111 journalist Alex Berenson, the company broke its promises, 

i1s s1a1ed policies. and our laws. includ ing a nearly 150-year-old Cali fomia law 1ha1 explic i1ly 

se1s ou1 i1s obliga1 ions as a company in 1he business of carrying messages. 

2. During 2020 and 2021, Mr. Berenson became a prominent critic of the 

governmental and public heallh response 10 the COVID- 19 pandemic. Mr. Berenson made many 

s1a1emen1s on Twiner which, although controvers ial a1 the time, have since become conven1ional 

wisdom, most notably about 1he profound harm 10 children caused by remote lcaming and 

unnecessary school closures. 

3. Mr. Berenson 's audience on Twiner soared as 1hc J>8ndemic continued, and in 

August 2021 his rwee1s were viewed approximaiely 182 million times. Despi1e the controversy 

around his s1a1emen1s. a senior Twiner executive repeatedly assured Mr. Berenson 1ha1 the 

company backed his r ight 10 free expression and 1ha1 he would continue 10 enjoy access 10 1he 

plarform. Even after he s1a,1ed cri1ica lly covering the COVID- 19 vaccines. in December 2020 

the cxecu1ive assured Mr. Berenson 1ha1 his repor1 ing "should 1101 be an issue al all ." In March 

202 1, 1he same exccu1ivc told Mr. Berenson 1ha1 "your name has never come up in the 

discussions around these policies [(i.e .• po1en1ial censorship of Twiner users who cri1ici7.ed 1he 

vaccines and other COVID-19 policies)]." 
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